
 
 

press release no. 1 
 

ECOMONDO 2026 
A GLOBAL STAGE FOR THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY  

 

 The 29th edition of the Italian Exhibition Group event, to be held from 3rd to 6th 
November at Rimini Expo Centre 
 

 An increasing number of vertical communities, buyers, delegations and associations 
from abroad and innovative technologies on display, are enhancing the event’s 
international profile and its cross-sectoral perspective on the ecological transition 
 

 The event will open with the 15th edition of the States General of the Green Economy  
 

 
Rimini, 28th October 2026 – With an increasingly cross-sectorial perspective, thanks to the participation of a 
growing number of vertical communities and the presence of ever more innovative technologies for the 
ecological transition, the 29th edition of Ecomondo reaffirms its role as the ecosystem of reference for 
industries, institutions, research organisations and policymakers ready to discuss the major industrial and 
environmental transformations that are redefining global markets. The event, organised by Italian Exhibition 
Group (IEG), will be back from 3rd to 6th November at Rimini Expo Centre with an even greater international 
profile, thanks in part to collaboration with new public and private European and international institutional 
partners and their contributions to enriching the event’s conference programme. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2026 EDITION 
 

 Record Expo Centre occupancy: approximately 170,000 m2 of exhibition space and 30 halls. 

 More than 1,800 exhibiting brands expected with a 19% increase in foreign exhibitors compared to 
2025. 

 More than 1,000 hosted buyers from Europe, the Middle East, India, Pakistan, China, Southeast Asia, 
North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, North America and Latin America, organised in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI) and the Italian Trade Agency 
(ICE) for the promotion and internationalisation of Italian companies abroad. Over 60 
representatives from international associations and numerous member organisations from 
Ecomondo’s product sectors. The various countries in attendance will include Egypt, Morocco, Greece, 
Serbia, Hungary, Spain and South Africa. 

 Ecomondo will have a guest country for the first time: Mexico. 

 New layout: an exhibition space entirely for textiles will be making its debut in Hall D2, a strategic 
international hub for supply chain stakeholders. 

 Created by Ecomondo in collaboration with the Hera Group and SCART – The beautiful and useful side 
of waste, ahead of the European Waste Reduction Week, The Shade of Circularity art installation will 
be assembled in the entrance: a large rainbow which, through the language of art and seven colours, 
represents the complexity of the textile supply chain and the sector’s main challenges. A first tangible step 
in Ecomondo’s broader commitment to supporting the sector’s transition to a circular economy. 

 In Hall B8, a first-time feature: the Africa Investment HUB for African associations’ networking and 
business meetings. 

 An area in the South Hall will once again host national institutions such as the Ministry of the 
Environment and Energy Security (MASE), the GSE – Energy Services Operator,  and the Emilia-
Romagna Region, while Hall B5 will feature an area for international collectives from Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, Chile, China, Denmark, Germany, Norway, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Spain and Switzerland 
with over 100 companies taking part. 



 Over 70 events, conferences and workshops organised by Ecomondo’s International Technical 
Scientific Committee, chaired by Professor Fabio Fava, as well as further events organised by partners 
and exhibitors. 

 A strong focus on European policies, research and innovation for key industrial sectors, international 
cooperation and strengthening partnerships with the Mediterranean and Africa. The programme will 
include high-level in-depth discussions on developments in the European regulatory landscape, 
resource efficiency, packaging and the circular economy, sustainable textiles, the water cycle and the Blue 
Economy, paper recycling, finance, healthy and circular cities, the prevention and management of natural 
risks, soil restoration, the regenerative bioeconomy and bioenergy. 

 Further focuses will be on climate change and adaptation, how to build more resilient economic systems 
and territories, and environmental monitoring and Earth observation using the most innovative digital 
technologies. 

 The sixth edition of the Africa Green Growth Forum, organised in collaboration with the Task Force for 
the Implementation of the Presidential Council of Minister’s Mattei Plan, Confindustria Assafrica & 
Mediterraneo and RES4Africa will also be held. 

 Themed tours with over 500 free places available each day have also been confirmed. 

 The Innovation District will be back with 20 innovative start-ups and SMEs as well as the Green Jobs 
& Skills initiative to foster the encounter between labour supply and demand. The Lorenzo Cagnoni 
Awards for Green Innovation, assigned to the most advanced and promising technologies across 
Ecomondo’s various exhibition sectors, will once again be featured.   

 As part of BRAVI2026 (Brazilian AgriFoodTechs Innovation in Italy), a delegation of 11 Brazilian 
start-ups operating in the agri-food sector will be visiting Ecomondo. 
 

THE EXHIBITION ITINERARY: SECTORS AND THEMED AREAS 
In addition to the new Textile hall, Ecomondo 2026 will also be extending the Waste as Resource area and 
reorganising the Water Cycle & Blue Economy section with areas specifically for the most advanced solutions 
in the field of control systems for smart network monitoring and sustainable water resource management. 
The following sectors have been confirmed: Sites & Soil Restoration, Earth Observation and 
Environmental Monitoring, Bio-energy & Agriculture and Circular & Regenerative Bio-Economy, as well 
as the Blue Economy, Trenchless and Circular & Healthy City districts and, of course, the Innovation 
District. 
Furthermore, in collaboration with the Paper & Graphics Federation, Ecomondo will be dedicating a special 
focus to sustainability and circularity within the paper industry, featuring a high-calibre exhibition offer 
and themed workshops. 
 
THE STATES GENERAL OF THE GREEN ECONOMY 
The States General of the Green Economy, organised by the Foundation for Sustainable Development in 
collaboration with the Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security, and under the patronage of the 
European Commission and the Ministry of Enterprise and Made in Italy, will be held on the first two days of the 
event. 
On Tuesday 3rd November, the 2026 Report on the State of the Green Economy will be presented during the 
opening plenary session entitled “International drivers of the Green Economy in a challenging geopolitical 
context”. 
On Wednesday 4th November, the international plenary session “The geopolitics of the Green economy: a 
window to the world” in collaboration with Italy for Climate, will offer a real-time analysis of the main dynamics 
of the ecological transition at a global level. 
 
INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS  
Ecomondo 2026 is organised by Italian Exhibition Group with the collaboration of: the European Commission; UNIDO 
ITPO; Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security; Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI); 
Ministry of Enterprise and Made in Italy; Italian Trade Agency for the promotion and internationalisation of Italian companies 
abroad (ICE); Emilia-Romagna Region; Rimini Municipal Council; ANFIA (National Automotive Industry Association); ART-
ER; Assoambiente; CBE JU (Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking); CIB (Italian Biogas Consortium); CIC (Italian 
Composter Consortium); CIHEAM (International Centre For Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies); CONAI 
(National Packaging Consortium); EBA (European Biogas Association); ENEA; ESWET (European Supplier of Waste-to-
Energy Technologies); European Environment Agency; FAO (United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization); FEAD 
(European Waste Management Association); Sustainable Development Foundation; ISPRA (Environmental Protection and 
Research Institute); ISWA (International Solid Waste Association); Legambiente; OECD; RECYCLING EUROPE; 
UNACEA (National Union of Construction Equipment & Attachments Companies); UNICIRCULAR (Assoambiente section); 
UTILITALIA; Water Europe. 

 
 
 
 



ABOUT ECOMONDO 2026 
Event: International trade show; Organisation: Italian Exhibition Group S.p.A.; Frequency: annual; Edition: 
29th; Dates: 3-6 November 2026; mail: ecomondo@iegexpo.it; Website: www.ecomondo.com; Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/EcomondoRimini; LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/ecomondo-the-green-technologies-expo 
 
PRESS CONTACT IEG/ECOMONDO 2026 
head of media & corporate communication: Elisabetta Vitali; press office manager: Pier Francesco Bellini, 
Marco Forcellini ; international press office coordinator: Silvia Giorgi; press office coordinator: Luca 
Paganin; press office specialists: Nicoletta Evangelisti, Mirko Malgieri; media@iegexpo.it 
 
MEDIA AGENCY IEG/ECOMONDO: Smartitaly Communications 
Sara Scatena, s.scatena@smartitaly.it, mob. +39 338 7836985; Francesca Pericolo, f.pericolo@smartitaly.it, 
mob. +39 327 986 1860.  
Stampa estera – Giacomo Tortora, +39 320 7948164 – g.tortora@smartitaly.it  
 

 

 

 
 
This press release contains forecast elements and estimates that reflect the management´s current opinions (´forward-looking 

statements´), particularly regarding future management performance, realization of investments, cash flow trends and the evolution 

of the financial structure. For their very nature, forward-looking statements have a component of risk and uncertainty, as they depend 

on the occurrence of future events. The effective results may differ (even significantly) from those announced, due to numerous factors, 

including, only by way of example: food service market and tourist flow trends in Italy, gold and jewellery market trends, green 

economy market trends; the evolution of raw material prices; general macroeconomic conditions; geopolitical factors and evolutions 

in the legislative framework. Moreover, the information contained in this release, does not claim to be complete, and has not been 

verified by independent third parties. Forecasts, estimates and objectives contained herein are based on the information available to 

the Company as at the date of this release. 
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